
So, I’m a Christian.  
Now What?
Ephesians 4:32-5:2

Ephesians 5:1

“Therefore ‘be imitators of God,’ as beloved children.”

Be Imitators of God???

God is incomprehensible, self-existent, eternal, 
omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent, universal, 

immaterial, unchanging, infinite and transcendent. He 
alone is HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! He alone is the Almighty 

God, Ruler of heaven and earth, the King of glory! 

God’s Incommunicable Attributes

There are certain attributes of God that we will not be 
able to imitate. These are known as God’s 

incommunicable attributes. Simply put, these are 
attributes of God are distinctly His. These attributes 

distinguish the Creator from His creation. They are His 
alone, and He does not share them with anyone.

No one has ever seen God

John 1:18...No one has ever seen God; the only God,[a] 
who is at the Father's side,[b] he has made him known.  

1 John 4:12...No one has ever seen God; if we love one 
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

Also see Hebrews 11:27, 1 Timothy 1:17

How can we imitate God 
whom we have never seen?



The Triune God

Not only does the unseen God provide 
His children an example to follow, He 

also took on flesh and He supernaturally 
enables all believers to imitate Him.

God the Father
• Matthew 5:43-48 

• Luke 6:35

God the Son
• John 1:18...No one has ever seen God; the only 

God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him 
known. 

• John 1:1-3; 1:14 

God the Son
• Colossians 1:15... He is the image of the invisible God. 

• 1:19...In him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell. 

• 2:9...In him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.

The unseen God has made Himself known 
through God the Son, Jesus Christ.

God the Holy Spirit
• John 14:23-26

Ephesians 5:1

...“be imitators of God, as beloved children.”

Children of God, imitate God, 
because they are born of God.



John 1:11-13

...He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him. But to all who did receive him, who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of 
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Q: Why do God’s children refrain 
from evil, practice righteousness, 

and love their brothers?

A: 1 John 3:9-10

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for 
God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on 
sinning, because he has been born of God. By this it 
is evident who are the children of God, and who are 
the children of the devil: whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does 
not love his brother.

Q: Why do God’s children believe 
Jesus is the Christ, love God the 

Father, love other believers, willingly 
obey God’s commandments, and 

overcome the world?

A: 1 John 5:1-4
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been 
born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves 
whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and obey 
his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments. And his commandments are 
not burdensome. For everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world.

Ephesians 5:1

....“be imitators of God, as beloved children.”



Beloved

Beloved (agapētos - ἀγαπητός) dearly loved one; 
the object of special affection and of special 
relationship, as with Jesus the beloved of the Father.  

“This is my beloved Son”… (Matthew 3:17; 17:5, 
Mark 9:7, 2 Peter 1:17)

Beloved by God 

God the Father treated Christ the way we deserved 
to be treated, so that He can now treat us the way 
Christ deserves to be treated.  

Christ takes our sin and, in return, gives us His 
righteousness.

Justified by God

“Just as if I’d” never sinned  

“Just as if I’d” always been righteous.

John 6:38

...I have come down from heaven, not to do my own 
will but the will of him who sent me...

Ephesians 4:32

Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving 
one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Ephesians 4:32a

“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted...”



Ephesians 4:32b

...”forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
forgave you.” 

Ephesians 5:2

And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 
and sacrifice to God.

Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

If you are a child of God…

You are born of God and beloved by God.  

You have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves of God (Rom. 6:22) 

You are a new creation in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17)

If you are a child of God…

Heaven is your home (2 Cor. 5:1) 

You are not your own...you were bought with a 
price (1 Cor. 6:19-20)

In light of who you now are in Christ,

...present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship 
(Romans 12:1) 

...If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me. (Luke 9:23)



Philippians 2:14-16

Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that 
you may be blameless and innocent, children of 
God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and 
twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights 
in the world, holding fast to the word of life, so that 
in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run 
in vain or labor in vain.

John 15:12-14

This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command you.


