
“Without Excuse” 
Three Witnesses for the 

existence of  God
Romans 1:16-25

Romans 1:16

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, 
for it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes, 
to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.”

Romans 1:17

“For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, “The righteous shall live by 
faith.”

Romans 1:18

“The wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by 
their unrighteousness suppress the 
truth.”

Romans 1:19

“For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them.” 

Is it necessary to prove to 
unbelievers that God exists?

Question: According to verses 18 & 19, who is ignorant 
of God’s existence?  

When evangelizing, it is important to remember 
these two things:  

1. God’s word is true (Jn.17:17) 

2. Everyone knows God exists (Rom.1:18-19)



The Goal of  Evangelism 
It is not our goal in evangelism to prove God’s existence. 

The word evangelism is from the Greek word euangelion 
which literally means to “Gospel-lize.” 

Our goal in evangelism is to help the unbeliever see their 
dilemma and God’s solution.

The Dilemma: We are all sinners, deserving of hell and in 
need of a Savior. 

The Solution: Jesus Christ alone saves sinners

Bertrand Russell

There is a story about Bertrand Russell giving a public 
lecture defending his atheism. A woman stood up at the 
end of the lecture and asked, “And Lord Russell, what will 
you say when you stand in front of the throne of God on 
Judgment Day?” Russell replied, “I will say, ‘I’m terribly 
sorry, but You didn’t give us enough evidence.’”

Sorry God, but You didn’t 
give me enough evidence

When the unbeliever demands evidence for God’s 
existence, they set themselves up as the judge and 
attempt to put God on trial. 

Pontius Pilate and the Jewish leaders once put God on 
trial. If they did not repent, they are in hell.

Who is the Judge?
God is the Judge

Psalm 75:7 
     “God is the judge; he puts down one and exalts another.”

Psalm 50:6 
     “The heavens declare His righteousness, for God Himself is 
Judge.”

When the unbeliever demands evidence for God’s existence, 
they set themselves up as the judge and attempt to put God on 
trial.

Romans 1:20

“For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly perceived, ever 
since the creation of  the world, in the 
things that have been made. So they 
are without excuse.”

Witness #1: Creation



The invisible God made 
visible

According to Proverbs 3:19-20, “the Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by 
understanding he established the heavens; by his knowledge the deeps broke 
open, and the clouds drop down the dew.” Also see Proverbs 8:22-31

In John 1, Jesus, who is God and made everything, is known as "the Word" (Logos).  
“Logos” is the Greek word from which the English “logic” is derived.

This is not to say that God is logic, but that the eternal God made everything and 
holds it all together through invisible logical processes. We, being made in His 
image, possess intellect. We daily depend upon invisible processes, such as logic, 
reason, and understanding to navigate the world we live in, the world that God 
created by these very processes. We are able to clearly see the invisible attributes 
of God in the things that are made and, because of this, we are all without 
excuse.

Romans 10:17-18

17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ.... 18But I ask, have they not heard? 

Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to all the 
earth, and their words to the ends of the world.”

Here Paul is quoting Psalms 19:4. 

Who’s voice has everyone heard? 

“Their voice has gone out to all the 
earth, and their words to the ends 

of  the world.”

 Although in the context of Romans 10 Paul is making a 
reference to the Jews, he is also speaking generally about 
all people. This is confirmed in his cross-reference to 
Psalm 19.

The God of all creation speaks to all mankind through 
creation. No one is ignorant of His existence because 
creation proclaims His glory all day, every day.

Psalm 19:1-4

1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky 
above proclaims his handiwork.  2 Day to day pours out 
speech, and night to night reveals knowledge.  3 There is 
no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 
4 “Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world.” 

Psalm 19:4-6

4In them he has set a tent for the sun, 5 which comes out 
like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a strong 
man, runs its course with joy. 6 Its rising is from the end 
of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and 
there is nothing hidden from its heat.

Romans 1:21

“For although they knew God, they 
did not honor Him as God or give 
thanks to Him, but they became a 
futile in their thinking, and their 
foolish hearts were darkened.”



Witness #2: Conscience 

Romans 2:1

“Therefore you have no excuse, O 
man, every one of you who judges. 
For in passing judgment on another 
you condemn yourself, because you, 
the judge, practice the very same 
things.”

When we attempt to judge 
someone else for wrongdoing, 

our conscience reveals within us 
that we also practice the same 
things. God is a perfect judge. 

We are imperfect and yet, we still 
judge others. Our conscience is 
keeping record of  our hypocrisy.

Romans 2:14-15

14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do 
what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even 
though they do not have the law. 15 They show that 
the work of the law is written on their hearts, while 
their conscience also bears witness, and their 
conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them...

Romans 1:22

 ”Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools.”

The Fool

The psalmist describes the fool as someone who “says in 
his heart ‘there is no God.’” 

This word, "fool," is not a cheap shot, it is not a personal 
insult, nor is it questioning someone’s intellect. This is a 
moral indictment.



Romans 1:23-25
23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and 
birds and animals and creeping things. 
24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of 
their bodies among themselves, 25 because 
they exchanged the truth about God for a lie 
and worshiped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

Witness # 3: Religion 

True and False Religion

True Religion: People being accepted by God as they 
come to Him in humility, according to His own terms, 
by grace, through faith in Christ.

False Religion: People’s desire is to dethrone the King in 
the name of independence and autonomy. They 
exchange the truth about God for a lie, they worship 
and serve the creature rather than Creator, and in their 
hearts replace God with idols.

The human heart is an idol 
making factory.  

And it is seldom idle in 
making idols.

The Three Witnesses

God’s External Witness… Creation

God’s Internal Witness… Conscience

Man expresses his knowledge of God 
through the third witness… Religion

Creation, Conscience and 
Religion Redeemed 

For the Believer, all this makes perfect sense: 

Creation externally declares the glory of God

Conscience internally testifies to the goodness, 
righteousness, and justice of God

Religion is an expression of our gratitude to God so that 
He gets the glory and honor that He rightfully deserves 



Although, in some sense, everyone knows 
God, in another sense, they do not.

2 Thessalonians 1:7-8, “The Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not 
know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”

1 John 4:8, “Anyone who does not love does not know God, because 
God is love.”

1 Thessalonians 4:4-5, “Each of you [should] know how to control his 
own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the 
Gentiles who do not know God.”

Galatians 4:8, “Formerly, when you did not know God, you were 
enslaved to those that by nature are not gods.”

All people have enough 
knowledge about God to 

condemn them,  
but not enough to save them. 
This is why the gospel is so 

important!

Paul’s Goal

It was never Paul’s goal to leave fallen men condemned in 
their sins. He was an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God. 

His desire was to reap a harvest by sharing the gospel; for 
it is the power of God for salvation to all who believe and 
in it the righteousness of God is revealed.

The Believer’s Role
Apart from the gospel, apart from the person and work of 
Jesus Christ, mankind remains condemned in their sins and 
without excuse. 

That is where the church comes in: We are the salt of 
the earth. We are the light of the world.   

And the proclamation of the gospel is the only hope for a 
society that rejects the God they know exists. Without being 
reconciled to God through the gospel all they are left with is 
absurdity.


