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1 Peter

Peter described Christians as:

1. A chosen race. 
2. A royal priesthood. 
3. A holy nation. 
4. A people who are to 

worship God.  

5. A people who were 
in the darkness, but 
are now in the light. 

6. A people for God’s 
possession. 

7. A people who have 
received mercy. 

Philippians 3:19-21
The unsaved live for their own 
gratification, their own glory, 

and for this world only.

Luke 12:16-21

1 John 2:16-17 
For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh 
and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not 
from the Father but is from the world. And the 
world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever.



Flesh
Biblically, this term refers to the sinful desires that 
are opposed to God.

Does a person still have sinful 
desires after he or she is saved?

Romans 7:21-25 Galatians 5:16-25

The unsaved only have 1 want, 
but the saved have 2 wants.

In every Christian exists a 
civil war of spirit vs. flesh. 



“Be killing sin, 
or it will be killing you.” 

~ John Owen

Four Views of the Spirit-Flesh Battle

1. Fight 
2. Denial 
3. Blinded 
4. Surrender

All people have a sin nature, but not all 
have exactly the same sinful desires. 

We have to be careful not to look at 
our lives and claim success where a 

battle has not even taken place.

The Christian should not only abstain 
from sinful behavior, but he or she 

should also pursue righteous behavior.

Connectivity to Christ 
causes a change in conduct.



1 Peter 1:14-16 Do Christians and non-Christians 
have the same standard for living?

How you live not only affects you 
but those around you as well.

Matthew 5:14-16

No amount of holy living can 
replace gospel proclamation.

If you are behaving like the world, 
then you have invalidated your 

ability to witness.



Philippians 1:27a
Only let your manner of life be worthy of the 
gospel of Christ,

2 Corinthians 2:15-16a
For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those 
who are being saved and among those who are 
perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, 
to the other a fragrance from life to life.

Philippians 2:9-11
Therefore God has highly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


