
ACTS

John 16:7

Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to 
your advantage that I go away, for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send him to you.



John 7:39

Now this he said about the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were to receive, 
for as yet the Spirit had not been given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Jesus had to die, rise, ascend, be 
glorified, and then send the Holy Spirit.



How were the disciples to witness?

How are we to witness?

The same way.



Does every generation need to 
create a new way to witness in 
order to be culturally relevant?

If we want to see people saved, 
then we must witness as the 
disciples witnessed. 

The gospel does not change.



Exodus 23:14,17

“Three times in the year you shall keep a 
feast to me…Three times in the year shall 
all your males appear before the Lord 
God.”

The three mandatory feasts:

1. The Feast of Unleavened Bread/
Passover 

2. The Feast of Harvest/Feast of Weeks/
Pentecost 

3. The Feast of Ingathering/Feast of 
Booths



God is not validating the Jerusalem 
temple, the High Priest, or the 
Sanhedrin. Instead, He is miraculously 
working through this small group of 
people that believe Jesus is the 
Messiah.

By using these languages, God has 
also made it clear that His salvation 
is not just for the Jews but for the 
whole world.



Acts 2:12

And all were amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, “What does this mean?”

It meant Jesus had truly risen from the 
dead, ascended into heaven, and sent 
the Holy Spirit just as He promised.



Acts 2:41

So those who received his word were 
baptized, and there were added that 
day about three thousand souls.

The gospel is divisive.



Acts 4:4

But many of those who had heard the 
word believed, and the number of the 
men came to about five thousand.

No amount of persecution could stop 
the early Christians from speaking 
about Jesus. In fact, persecution lead 
to the increased proclamation of the 
gospel.



What keeps you from spreading 
the gospel?

Stephen is extremely clear with the 
gospel even as he is surrounded by 
those who hate it.



What was the effect of Saul 
ravaging the church?

Acts 8:4

Now those who were scattered went 
about preaching the word.



An important point to glean from the 
book of Acts, is that it is not only 
Apostles who are proclaiming the  
gospel, but believers in general.

One of the greatest errors of 
modern Christianity is the belief 
that only pastors are to witness. 
Such belief renders 99.9% of the 
church useless for evangelism.



The salvation of the household of 
Cornelius reminds us of the power 
of the gospel to bring salvation.

We must not think that today is any 
different. People must hear the 
gospel, to believe the gospel, and we, 
as Christians, are the ones that are 
supposed to speak the gospel.



The same pattern is repeated 
throughout the book of Acts: 
speak, hear, believe. 

Acts 13:32-33a

And we bring you the good news that 
what God promised to the fathers, this 
he has fulfilled to us their children by 
raising Jesus,



Paul’s message was always rooted in 
God’s promises of a Messiah, and the 
fulfillment of those promises by Jesus.

The resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead was not a message that Paul 
saved for Easter, but was a vital 
part of the gospel message. 

Did attempted murder stop Paul 
from speaking about Jesus?



Paul’s purpose in life is “to testify to 
the gospel of the grace of God.”

Acts 23:11
The following night the Lord stood by him 
and said, “Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, 
so you must testify also in Rome.”



What are you to take from the book 
of Acts?

The command to witness, the content 
of your witness, and the commonality 
of all believers to witness. 


