
ACTS 28:1-10

ACTS

Striving to live obediently to Christ 
does not guarantee a life without 
pain, sorrow, trials, tribulations, 
persecution, and storms.



James 1:2-4

Count it all joy, my brothers, when you 
meet trials of various kinds, for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces 
steadfastness. And let steadfastness have 
its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.

Did God have the power to stop 
the storm Paul was facing?



Just because God can stop the storm, 
doesn’t mean that He will. 

Sometimes God uses the calm to 
educate and equip believers and 
sometimes He uses the storm.

John 9:1-3

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from 
birth. And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It 
was not that this man sinned, or his 
parents, but that the works of God might 
be displayed in him.



Jesus uses the man born blind to 
teach the disciples that difficult times 
cannot universally be blamed on a 
person’s sin and, in fact, it may be 
meant to glorify God.

Whether God is pleased or displeased 
with a person cannot be determined 
by the absence or presence of difficult 
times in his or her life. 

Nor can it be determined by the way 
he or she dies. 

These signs give absolutely no clue as 
to where they stand with God.



Justice is sometimes served in this 
life, but sometimes it is not. However, 
no matter how much justice a person 
gets here, ultimate justice can never 
be fully satisfied in this lifetime. 

Does this mean that they have 
escaped justice?



Though a civil government can punish 
evildoers, it is not prison nor even the 
death penalty that criminals should 
fear the most. 

Unrepentant sinners should fear the 
One they will face after death.

Luke 12:4-5

“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those 
who kill the body, and after that have 
nothing more that they can do. But I will 
warn you whom to fear: fear him who, 
after he has killed, has authority to cast 
into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!



Fear God? 
Why should someone fear God? 

God is the absolute perfect 
Judge who is holy, righteous, 
just, omniscient (all-knowing), 
and omnipotent (all-powerful). 



For unrepentant sinners, death is not 
an escape of from punishment, but 
the beginning of eternal punishment.

Romans 12:19

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
says the Lord.”



Proverbs 11:21a

Be assured, an evil person will not go 
unpunished,

Every single sin from all of humanity 
must and will be punished because 
God is perfectly just.



Knowing that we are guilty of sin, that 
we will face God, and that justice will 
be served, is there any hope?

For the believer, justice has already 
been served, sin has been punished, 
and we have been justified by God.



Have you been justified by God?


