
ACTS 20:17-38

ACTS

Who are you encouraging?



How are Jews saved? 

How are non-Jews saved? 

How can you be saved?

Repentance and faith.

Repentance

“Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, 
a renouncing of it, and a sincere 
commitment to forsake it and walk in 
obedience to Christ.” 

Wayne A. Grudem 
(Systematic Theology:  

An Introduction to 
Biblical Doctrine)



“Sometimes we are inclined to think that 
a great portion of modern revivalism has 
been more a curse than a blessing 
because it has led thousands to a kind of 
peace before they have known their 
misery; restoring the prodigal to the 
Father’s house, and never making him 
say, ‘Father, I have sinned.’ How can he 
be healed who is not sick?” 

Iain Murray (The Invitation System)

Faith/Belief

True saving faith means that a person 
has received the information of the 
gospel, intellectually believes that it is 
true, and trusts in the gospel for 
salvation.



Repentance without belief 
is not salvation. 

Belief without repentance 
is not salvation.

Acts 9:15-16 

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a 
chosen instrument of mine to carry my 
name before the Gentiles and kings and 
the children of Israel. For I will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of 
my name.”



Matthew 16:21 

From that time Jesus began to show his 
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things from the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and on the third day be raised.

Has God laid out the path 
that you are to walk?



Ephesians 2:10

For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them.

Paul’s purpose is not self-preservation, 
but obedience to God.



“I do not account my life of any 
value nor as precious to myself.”

Paul is dead to self-interest, 
but alive for the things of God.



Can you say, as Paul said, “I am 
innocent of the blood of all.”

1 Timothy 4:16 

Keep a close watch on yourself and on 
the teaching. Persist in this, for by so 
doing you will save both yourself and 
your hearers.



You have been bought by 
the blood of Jesus.

Sanctified

To be sanctified is to be made holy by the 
grace of God.


