
ACTS 17:16-34

ACTS

Like Paul, we should strive to know 
the gospel well enough to present it 
in minutes, but also strive to know the 
gospel so well, that we could spend 
hours patiently teaching and 
reasoning with others about it.



Have you ever been spiritually 
provoked?

Have you ever looked around at 
a city, a culture, the people, and 
been deeply troubled by the 
sinfulness of the people that you 
did something about it?

Paul’s rule of thumb for looking for 
where he should evangelize seems to 
be, “Where are there humans. 
Humans need the gospel, I have the 
gospel, therefore I will go to them.”



Epicureans
1. Polytheists - believed in many gods 
2. Believed that the gods were not 

involved in the lives of mankind. 
3. Their goal was to achieve pleasure and 

be free from pain. 
4. This was a slight down grade from pure 

Hedonism.

Stoics
1. Pantheist - believed that all is God 
2. Their goal was to be completely in 

control of one’s life, self-sufficient, and 
unaltered by their surroundings.



What would you talk about with 
someone who was a polytheist 
or a pantheist?

Very religious people are just 
as unsaved as those who are 
not religious.



False religion — mankind’s best 
effort and plans to reach God.

True religion — God’s revelation 
of Himself and His plan of 
salvation to mankind.

God’s Word teaches that we can’t 
work our way into heaven. 

We are sinners who will face the Holy 
God, and we need to be saved from 
the judgment and punishment that 
we are due. We need a Savior, and 
God has provided that Savior in the 
person and work of Jesus Christ.



How do people make up their 
own God? 

By defining God from what they 
think He is like instead of believing 
in the description that God has 
provided for Himself.

Paul is basically saying: 

“You have a lot of gods, but you 
have overlooked the only God.”



What is repentance?

God
1. Is the Creator. 
2. Does not need man; man needs God. 
3. Created all man; man did not create God. 
4. Gave life to everything. 
5. Made every nationality from one man, 

Adam.  
6. Will judge every single human. 
7. Has proven all of this by raising Jesus 

from the dead.



In an idolatrous society, the 
solution was to proclaim Christ. 

This is still the solution for our 
idolatrous society today.


